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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956 


Area  (acres) 

Population  1951  (Census)  . 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Mid  Year  Estimate  .. 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  (1951  Census) 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1956  ... 
Rateable  Value  1956  . 


59,005 

14,410 

14,450 

4,536 

5,280 

£115,678 


Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1956  ... 

•  •  • 

•  .  .  .  •  « 

/466 

Live  Births — 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

238 

106  132 

Illegitimate 

12 

8  4 

48.0 

250 

114  136 

17.3 

Stillbirths— 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

4 

2  2 

15.7 

Illegitimate 

— 

—  — 

— 

4 

2  2 

15.7 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes)  ... 

193 

105  88 

13.3 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

—  — 

Nil. 

Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births — 

Legitimate 

. . . 

...  ... 

24.0 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil. 

Total  ... 

... 

24.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

33 

Death  from  Measles . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil. 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil. 
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TOWCESTER. 


September,  1957. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcester. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  for  1956  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

There  were  12  cases  of  food  poisoning  traced  to  a  source  outside 
the  area. 

Slum  Clearance  has  progressed  and  most  of  the  needy  have  been  re¬ 
housed,  although  there  are  some  problem  families  who  still  require  better 
accommodation . 

Sewerage  and  sewage  schemes  have  not  shown  any  progress  during 
this  year,  and  night  soil  collection  in  some  villages  costs  more  than  is 
justified  and  is  also  a  danger  on  public  health  grounds. 

The  palatability  of  the  water  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  although 
tests  show  it  to  be  safe  from  a  chemical  and  bacteriological  point  of  view. 

Again  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  also  to  Mr. 
Powell  and  Mr.  Hall,  who  have  had  a  busy  year  between  meat  inspection 
and  their  normal  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  LUCAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Social  Conditions— The  employed  population  is  engaged  mainly  in 
agricultural  work.  Light  iron  founding  and  the  manufacture  of  plastic 
components  are  carried  on  at  Towcester,  whilst  oxides  for  pigment  pro¬ 
duction  are  manufactured  at  Deanshanger.  One  small  factory  for 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  is  also  established  in  the  district. 

Area — The  area  of  the  district  is  59,009  acres. 

Population — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident  mid¬ 
year  population  for  1956  to  have  been  14,450  persons,  as  compared  with 
14,490  for  1955.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  amounts  to  57  persons  as  compared  with  36  for  the 
previous  year.  The  estimated  decrease  in  population  totals  40  persons. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable 
deaths  was  193  as  compared  with  172  in  1955.  The  crude  death  rate 
based  on  the  mid-year  estimated  population  was  13.3  as  compared  with 
11.8  for  1955.  The  following  tables  show  the  death  rates  for  the  quin¬ 
quennium,  1952-1956,  together  with  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Administrative  County. 

Death  Rates,  1952-1956 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Towcester  R.D. 

11.8 

9.9 

12.5 

11.8 

13.3 

Administrative  County 

11.04 

11.51 

11.04 

11.38 

11.24 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

11.3 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7 

11.3 

A  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  Abridged  List 
of  Causes  of  Death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table  No.  1, 
whilst  the  history  of  rate,  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919-56,  is  shown 
in  Table  No.  2. 

In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  popu¬ 
lations  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the  area 
comparability  factor,  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death  rate, 
allows  a  truer  local  death  rate  of  10.2. 

Births — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  250 
(114  males,  106  females)  as  compared  with  208  in  1955,  thus  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  17.3  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  14.3  for 
1955,  together  with  other  rates  for  comparison. 

Birth  Rates,  1952-1956 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Towcester  R.D. 

15.11 

16.7 

15.9 

14.3 

17.3 

Administrative  County 

15.50 

16.16 

16.2 

15.49 

16.67 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

15.3 

15.5 

15.2 

15.0 

14.6 
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The  local  birth  rate,  when  modified  by  the  application  of  the  area 
comparabilit}^  factor  of  1.09,  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  18.8  as  compared 
with  14.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  4  as  compared 
with  1  in  1955.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  15.7  per  thousand  of  live 
births,  compared  with  23.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate — 12  illegitimate  live  births  (8  males,  4  females) 
were  registered  as  compared  with  11  in  1955.  This  number  gives  a 
rate  of  48.0  per  thousand  live  births  as  compared  with  52.6  in  1955. 

Maternal  Mortality — There  were  no  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  6.  The  rate  per  thousand  related  live  births  was 
24.0  which  is  higher  than  the  national  rate  of  23.9.  The  rates  for  1952-56, 
together  with  other  rates  for  comparison,  are  : 


Deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  Live  Births 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Towcester  R.D. 

31.9 

12.4 

30.4 

14.4 

24.0 

Administrative  County 

24.96 

24.7 

23.49 

20.79 

19.68 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

27.6 

26.8 

25.5 

24.9 

23.9 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 

Laboratory  Facilities — The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  is  in  charge 
of  Dr.  L.  Hoyle.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk,  food 
and  ice-cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin — Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the  supply  of  anti¬ 
toxin.  Antitoxin  may  now  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners  from 
Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities — Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  this  work  is  carried  out  on  an  agency  basis  by  Towcester  Motor 
Ambulance  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  ambulance 
is  stationed  at  Towcester  and  service  provided  is  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  district. 

Hospitals — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease 
cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital,  Northamp¬ 
ton,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 
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National  Assistance  Acts — The  Act  of  1948  made  the  Council  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  The  Act  of  1951  amended  the  former  so  that  the  instant 
removal  of  urgent  cases  could  be  obtained  on  the  joint  certificate  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  general  practitioner.  This  procedure 
makes  it  unnecessary  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  a  court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  until  three  weeks  after  the  removal.  No  action  under  this 
Act  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  principal  Act  the  Council  are  responsible  in 
certain  circumstances  for  the  burial  and  cremation  of  the  body  of  any 
persons  who  have  died  or  who  have  been  found  dead  in  the  district.  No 
such  burials  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply — Good  progress  continued  to  be  made  with  the  second 
instalment  of  the  Regional  Scheme  and  at  the  end  of^the  year  new  mains 
were  already  in  use  in  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton,  Yardley  Gobion,  Dalscote 
and  Gayton  and  were  linked  up  to  those  of  the  first  instalment.  The 
reservoir  at  Field  Burcote  was  about  75%  complete.  It  is  anticipated 
that  all  mains  will  be  laid  and  service  connections  provided  by  the  middle 
of  1957.  All  new'  mains  have  been  subjected  to  bacteriological  tests  and 
have  not  been  passed  for  use  until  satisfactory  samples  had  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
During  1956,  128  samples  were  taken  for  this  purpose. 

The  average  daily  consumption  had  risen  by  January,  1957  to  about 
440,000  gallons,  and  at  that  time  no  complaints  were  being  received 
about  the  unpleasant  taste  and  smell  referred  to  in  my  previous  report. 
This  was  probably  due  to  several  factors,  namely,  the  completion  of  the 
holding  reservoir  at  the  Foxcote  works,  the  decrease  in  the  concentration 
of  chlorine  needed  to  be  added  to  the  water,  and  the  favourable  climatic 
conditions.  Although  the  water  still  possessed  the  “  earthy  ”  taste  and 
smell  it  was  then  less  intense,  and  the  water  at  that  time  was  probably 
in  as  good  a  condition  as  it  w^as  every  likely  to  be  without  further  treat¬ 
ment,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  source  was  a  very  stagnant  river. 
Further  treatment  with  activated  carbon  w'ould  undoubtedly  have  re¬ 
moved  most  of  the  remaining  taste  and  smell  and  some  small  scale 
experiments  now  being  conducted  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  appear  to 
substantiate  this  statement.  I  must  emphasize,  however,  that  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  has  been  uniformly  excellent  and  not 
a  single  unfavourable  bacteriological  analysis  has  ever  been  obtained. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  the  Council  are  again  aware  of  the 
deterioration  in  the  appearance  and  palatability  of  the  water,  due  to  the 
presence  of  a  large  chlorine  residual,  necessitated  by  the  presence  of  nais 
worms  in  the  water  in  some  parts  of  the  system,  which  also  seem  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  flocculent  precipitate.  These  more  recent  troubles 
are  being  investigated  by  the  Water  Board. 
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A  copy  of  a  recent  chemical  analysis  is  reproduced  below  : 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance  :  Very  faint  opalescence  with  a  very  slight  flocculent  deposit.  Micro¬ 
scopic  examination  shows  :  Mineral  matter  and  organic  debris. 
Turbidity  :  less  than  3. 

Colour  :  Filtered  10  Odour  ;  Nil  ;  pH  7.6 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  :  7  Electric  Conductivity  :  495 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C  :  330  Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  :  31 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  :  140  Hardness  :  Total  250 
Carbonate  :  140  Non-carbonate  :  110 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  0.0  Nitrite  Nitrogen  :  Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  :  0.043  Oxygen  Absorbed  :  1.2 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  :  0.18  Residual  Chlorine  :  Absent 

Metals  :  Aluminium  0.10/in  solution  0.06,  Iron  0.10,  Zinc  0.20,  Copper  1.0  ; 
other  metals  absent. 

Analyst’s  Observations — This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright 
in  appearance  and  has  a  reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  It 
contains  a  trace  of  copper,  which  is  likely  to  be  derived  from  a  service 
pipe,  and  minute  traces  of  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character, 
but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in 
solution  are  not  excessive.  It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which,  from  the  aspect  of  the 
chemical  analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Swimming  Baths — The  only  pool  in  the  district  that  is  in  use  is 
situate  at  the  Towcester  Grammar  School.  This  is  fitted  with  modern 
treatment  plant  and  the  pool  is  filled  from  the  Council’s  mains.  No 
public  baths  are  in  use  in  the  rural  district. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage — As  far  as  the  provision  of 
new  sewers  and  disposal  works  is  concerned  this  was  a  year  without  any 
progress.  In  addition  to  Towcester  itself  the  villages  of  Cosgrove,  Old 
Stratford,  Deanshanger,  Wicken,  Potterspury,  Yardley  Gobion,  Greens 
Norton,  Blisworth  (part)  and  Silverstone  are  sewered  and  conditions  are 
satisfactory  in  these  places  as  far  as  domestic  sanitation  is  concerned. 
There  is,  however,  no  need  to  remind  the  Council  of  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs  that  exist  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  serving  Towcester 
and  Blisworth  respectively.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Minister  had 
already  held  enquiries  into  the  question  of  providing  new  works  for  these 
two  places,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  essential  that  they  be  completed  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  know  that  the  Council  have 
finally  decided  to  submit  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Paulerspury  for 
the  Minister’s  approval. 

I  would  again  emphasize  the  need  for  progress  in  providing  other 
villages  with  sewers  and  disposal  works.  As  the  Council  are  aware  from 
continued  complaints  from  Slapton,  Woodend,  Paulerspury— to  name 
but  three  of  the  affected  villages — the  nuisance  arising  from  open  ditches 
which  now  serve  as  sewers  is  at  times  extremely  bad.  It  is  possible  that 
the  night  soil  collection — the  alternative  service  which  the  Council  gives 
to  centres  of  population  not  having  sewers — is  in  the  long  run  more  of  an 
evil  than  a  benefit.  It  is  very  costly  and  repugnant  work,  for  which 
willing  labour  is  not  readily  available.  Vehicles  used  in  the  process  are 
expensive  to  purchase  and  maintain  and  at  the  end  of  each  year  the 
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Council  has  expended  a  considerable  amount  of  money  but  has  nothing 
to  show  for  it  except  fields  covered  with  excreta  which  are  a  hazard  to 
public  health  as  a  possible  source  of  flyborne  and  other  diseases  such  as 
poliomyelitis.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  immediate  burial  of  pail 
closet  contents  in  gardens  is  possibly  less  likely  to  give  rise  to  such  a  risk 
than  the  present  method  of  collection  and  disposal.  It  may  even  be  of 
benefit  to  the  Council  to  consider  whether  the  night  soil  collection  should 
be  abandoned  and  the  money  used  for  permanent  sewerage  schemes. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  some  villages  would  have  to  wait  some  time  for 
their  sewers,  but  at  least  some  progress  would  have  been  made. 


Public  Cleansing — As  already  stated  the  night  soil  collection  now 
covers  all  parishes  not  possessing  an  effective  sewerage  scheme.  The 
work  is  carried  out  by  using  two  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  with  special 
attachments,  and  my  opinion  of  the  present  method  of  collection  and 
disposal  can  be  gathered  from  previous  remarks. 

All  the  house  refuse  in  the  district  is  collected  in  two  side  loading 
Dennis  Vehicles.  The  scheme  of  collection  is  as  follows  : 


Weekly  Collection  : 

Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger 

Towcester 

Fortnightly  Collection  : 

Cosgrove,  Wicken 

Pattishall,  Cold  Higham,  Litchborough,  Maidford, 
Adstone,  Astcote,  Eastcote,  Gayton,  Dalscote, 
Potterspury,  Paulerspury,  Yardley  Gobion,  Stoke 
Bruerne,  Shutlanger 

Wappenham,  Abthorpe,  Slapton,  Bradden,  Silverstone, 
Whittlebury  ... 

Wood  Burcote,  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton,  Wakefield 
Lodge,  Caldecote 

Greens  Norton,  Woodend,  Blakesley,  Weston,  Plump- 
ton,  Lois  Weedon,  Hulcote,  Tiffield,  Blisworth  ... 


on  Mondays 
on  Thursdays 

on  alternate  Mondays 

on  alternate  Tuesdays 
on  alternate  Wednesdays 
on  alternate  Thursdays 
on  alternate  Fridays 


Tipping  is  carried  out  at  Paulerspury,  Maidford  and  Gayton.  Con¬ 
trolled  tipping  is  not  practiced  owing  to  cost  and  lack  of  manpower. 


Rodent  Control — The  survey  and  treatment  of  all  kinds  of  properties 
for  the  detection  of  rats  and  mice  has  continued.  Sewers  were  treated 
with  zinc  phosphide,  while  surface  infestations  were  mainly  dealt  with  by 
the  use  of  Warfarin.  Gassing  is  also  resorted  to  on  refuse  tips  when 
“  follow  up  ’’  treatments  are  required.  It  is  intended  to  apply  in  the 
Towcester  sewers  during  1957,  a  specialized  form  of  Warfarin  treatment 
which  has  now  been  made  possible  by  the  discovery  of  anti-mould  in¬ 
hibitors  which  are  mixed  with  the  bait  and  enables  it  to  remain  fresh  in 
a  damp  atmosphere  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 

Disinfection — Current  and  terminal  disinfection  of  premises,  together 
with  clothing  and  bedding,  is  carried  out  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid 
disinfectants  as  required.  In  recent  years  current  disinfection  has  come 
to  play  a  greater  part  than  terminal  disinfection,  and  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  food  poisoning,  and  other  food-fly-borne  infections,  are  re¬ 
placing  airborne  infectious  diseases  in  frequency  and  severity. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 — Under  these  Acts  the  general  pro¬ 
visions  as  to  health  conditions  under  which  employees  work,  and  a  return 
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of  outworkers,  has  to  be  included  in  this  report.  Details  of  inspections, 
etc.  are  to  be  found  in  a  later  table.  Notifications  in  respect  of  five  out¬ 
workers  were  received,  all  of  which  were  associated  with  the  light  clothing 
industry.  Conditions  in  each  case  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Moveable  Dwellings — Permission  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act  has  been  granted  for  three  caravan  sites.  One  at  Towcester 
is  limited  to  20  vehicles,  while  the  two  sites  at  Blisworth  are  limited  to  20 
and  30  vehicles  respectively.  The  question  of  improving  the  amenities 
of  the  last  mentioned  two  sites  is  now  being  considered,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  proposals  for  this  purpose  will  shortly  be  submitted. 

Cinemas  and  Halls — The  one  cinema  in  the  district  was  built  im¬ 
mediately  post-war  and  is  fitted  with  excellent  sanitary  accommodation 
and  a  modern  air  heating  and  conditioning  plant.  It  has  not  yet  been 
found  possible  to  carry  out  any  improvement  works  at  the  Town  Hall, 
but  the  sanitary  accommodation  there  is  such  that  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  provision  of  satisfactory  facilities  is  overdue.  The  public  halls 
in  the  various  parishes  have  almost  without  exception  been  provided  with 
satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences,  and  in  many  cases  with  catering 
facilities. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  built  and  had  in  occupation 
1,695  houses,  an  increase  of  46  over  the  previous  year.  Five  houses  were 
still  being  held  under  requisition  by  the  Council  as  opposed  to  8  in  1955. 
Four  of  these  are  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas.  The  four  cottages  at 
Abthorpe,  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  repair  and  improvement,  are  still 
occupied,  although  no  progress  was  made  with  the  work.  Similarly,  two 
cottages  purchased  for  demolition  and  site  development  at  Potterspury 
also  continue  to  be  tenanted. 

No  clearance  orders  were  made  during  the  year,  but  quite  a  number 
of  properties  were  dealt  with  individually  as  being  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  and  were  closed  or  demolished.  Again,  many  properties  were 
improved  by  the  owners,  either  voluntarily  or  following  informal  action 
by  the  Council,  and  29  houses  were  reconditioned  and  brought  up  to  the 
required  standard  by  the  aid  of  an  improvement  grant. 

Not  a  single  application  for  a  certificate  of  disrepair  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  was  received  during  the  year, 
which  further  confirms  the  fact  that  owners  have  not  exercised  the  power 
to  increase  rents  under  this  Act.  The  standard  of  repair  and  amenity 
required  is  probably  too  costly  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  enactment 
has  completely  failed  to  achieve  the  repair  and  improvement  of  property 
to  the  extent  to  which  its  sponsors  had  hoped. 

The  Council’s  estimate  of  the  number  of  sub-standard  houses  needing 
repair  or  demolition  as  required  by  the  1954  Act  to  be  submitted  to  the 
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Minister  was,  as  stated  in  my  previous  report,  299  houses.  The  situation 
has,  however,  changed  fairly  substantially  since  this  estimate  was  sub¬ 
mitted.  Apart  from  rehousing  from  such  cottages  by  the  Council  and 
subsequent  demolition,  many  more  owners  have  carried  out  improvements 
to  these  properties  than  was  first  thought.  Many  of  the  cottages  have 
also  been  vacated  (and  have  been  dealt  with  under  Sec.  11  Housing  Act 
1936)  by  deaths  of  the  occupiers,  among  whom  were  a  large  proportion  of 
old  persons  living  alone.  This,  of  course,  reduces  the  estimate  of  the 
number  of  houses  required  to  replace  the  substandard  houses,  and  it 
seems  quite  possible  that  the  whole  problem  will  be  dealt  with  sooner 
than  expected. 

Progress  made  on  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  repair  or  demo¬ 
lition  of  sub-standard  houses  to  date  is  shown  below  : 

(1)  Provision  of  new  Housing  Accommodation 

(a)  Permanent  Houses 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Council  pre-war  ... 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Council  post-war  ... 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  1956 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  post-war 
Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  in  1956 
Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31/12/56 

(b)  Temporary  Houses 

Number  completed  to  31/12/56  ...  ... 

(2)  Unfit  houses 

Number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 

1936,  post-war  to  31/12/56 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  made  post-war 
Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  demolished  since  1945 
Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  still  occupied 
Houses  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  demolished  since  1945 
Houses  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  awaiting  demolition  ... 

(3)  Improvement  Grants,  Housing  Act,  1949 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  improvements  were  completed  by  31/12/56 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply  — As  from  April  1st,  1957,  the  Towcester  Rural  District 
becomes  part  of  a  specified  area  wherein  only  milk  which  is  bottled  in 
accordance  with  a  special  designation  may  be  sold.  At  present  a  few  of 
the  producer/retailers  in  the  district  sell  milk  either  from  a  can,  or  the 
consumer  calls  at  the  premises  with  his  own  jug.  From  the  above  date 
all  milk  will  either  be  pasteurized  and  bottled  on  the  wholesaler’s  pre¬ 
mises  before  delivery  to  the  distributor,  or  the  milk  will  be  tuberculin 
tested  and  bottled  and  capped  in  the  usual  manner. 

Two  distributors  in  the  district  still  bottle  a  small  quantity  of  tubercu¬ 
lin  tested  milk,  but  the  larger  portion  of  the  milk  sold  in  this  district  is 
now  delivered  in  bottles  to  the  distributor  from  a  wholesaler  outside  the 
area.  Thus  bottle  washing  has  been  virtually  eliminated  and  the  dis¬ 
tributor  nowadays  has  merely  to  deliver  the  bottles  and  provide  a  suitable 
store. 


719 

976 

46 

130 

18 

64 

30 


184 

Nil. 

209 

33 

20 

7 


61 
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Sterilized  milk  has  recently  appeared  for  sale  in  the  district  and  two 
dealers  hold  licenses  for  the  sale  of  such  milk.  Sterilized  milk  is  sold  in 
tightly  sealed  bottles  and  will  keep  almost  indefinitely  as  long  as  the  seal 
is  not  broken.  This  type  of  milk  has  first  been  homogenized  before  being 
subjected  to  heat  treatment  and  has  therefore  no  cream  line. 

Distributors'  licenses  in  force  in  the  district  during  1956  were  as 
follows  : 

Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Licenses  for  sale  of  pasteurized  milk  ...  ...  ...  8 

Licenses  for  sale  of  sterilized  milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

Raw  Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Licenses  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  9 

The  following  supplementary  licenses  have  been  issued  to  dealers 
selling  milk  in  the  district,  but  having  their  premises  outside  the  area  : 

Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Licenses  for  sale  of  pasteruized  milk  ...  ...  ...  6 

Raw  Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Licenses  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  3 

Bottled  milk  sold  in  the  area  comprise  the  following  grades  :  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested,  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurized,  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteur¬ 
ized  (Channel  Island)  and  Sterilized. 

20  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  and  Sterilized  milks  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  during  the  year,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 
Three  samples  submitted  for  biological  examination  also  were  shown  to 
be  free  from  tubercle.  No  complaints  were  received  from  consumers 
during  1956,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  submit  two  samples  of  milk 
for  bacteriological  examination  during  two  outbreaks  of  streptococcal 
sore  throat,  and  both  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  pathogenic 
organisms.  6  washed  bottles  submitted  for  cleanliness  tests  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Premises — The  number  and  type  of  such  premises  in  the  district 
are  as  follows  : 


Village  and  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Grocers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Greengrocers’  and  fruit  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fishmongers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Travelling  fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mobile  fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bread  and  confectioners’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Caf6s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Transport  Caf6s  (with  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  4 

Transport  Caf4s  (without  sleeping  accommodation)  ...  2 
Cooked  meat  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hotels  with  catering  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


The  majority  of  food  premises  in  the  district  have  now  been  inspected 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  improve¬ 
ments  have  already  been  effected  on  some  premises,  while  others  have 
been  informed  of  the  requirements,  and  further  inspections  are  necessary 
to  ensure  that  they  are  carried  out.  One  of  the  difficulties  found  in 
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practice  is  the  different  interpretation  of  certain  important  clauses  of  the 
regulations  by  various  authorities.  Until  there  is  some  case  law  on  the 
subject  I  think  one  must  be  careful  not  to  read  into  the  regulations  re¬ 
quirements  which  were  not  intended. 

Samples  of  ingredients  and  of  the  finished  products  have  been 
regularly  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  from  the  manufactured 
meat  product  factory.  This  has  helped  considerably  in  ensuring  that  the 
processes  carried  on  are  done  so  in  an  hygienic  manner  and  that  no  food 
poisoning  organisms  are  present.  19  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning 
were  notified  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  which  resulted  in  much 
extra  work  for  the  public  health  inspector  in  carrying  out  routine  en¬ 
quiries  among  patients  and  contacts,  and  obtaining  samples  of  food  and 
faeces  for  examination.  None  of  these  cases  were  confirmed,  however, 
and  it  was  my  opinion  that  the  outbreak,  which  was  much  more  wide¬ 
spread  than  the  number  of  reported  cases  seems  to  show,  was  due  to  a 
virus  infection.  12  cases  of  food  poisoning  were,  however,  notified  in 
the  last  quarter,  which  again  caused  much  work  in  routine  enquiries  and 
sampling.  Numerous  samples  of  food  and  faeces  were  submitted  for 
examination  during  this  outbreak,  and  all  cases  were  found  to  excrete 
the  causative  organism  Salmonella  Enteritidis.  Most  of  the  cases  were 
fairly  severe  but  there  were  no  deaths.  The  consumption  of  “  potted 
meat  ”  obtained  from  premises  in  a  neighbouring  district  was  found  to 
be  common  to  all  cases,  and  the  same  organism  was  eventually  isolated 
from  a  food  handler  on  those  premises. 

Meat  Inspection — Six  private  slaughterhouses,  in  addition  to  that  at 
the  Bacon  Factory,  are  still  in  use  in  the  district.  Post-mortem  (and 
ante-mortem  where  possible)  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
district  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  by  the  public  health  in¬ 
spectors.  This  involves  week-end  work  as  well  as  weekday  overtime,  and 
it  must  be  appreciated  that  the  amount  of  time  given  for  this  purpose  of 
necessity  means  less  attention  to  the  other  duties.  It  was  found  neces¬ 
sary  during  the  year  to  report  to  the  Council  certain  breaches  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  due  to  offences  against  the  Act  being  com¬ 
mitted  in  one  of  the  private  slaughterhouses,  arising  from  slaughtering 
without  notice,  slaughtering  without  licence,  etc.  Following  a  warning 
from  the  Council,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  no  further  action  was  found 
necessary.  All  the  other  slaughterhouses  were  well  maintained.  As  can 
be  seen  from  the  subsequent  table  there  was  a  slight  decrease  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pigs  slaughtered  as  compared  with  1955,  but  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  killed. 

Condemned  Food — The  greater  proportion  of  condemned  food  which 
it  is  found  necessary  to  dispose  of  in  the  district  is  the  unsound  meat 
resulting  from  the  Bacon  Factory.  This  is  treated  in  the  company’s 
digesters  and  the  residue  is  buried.  Condemned  meat  from  the  other 
private  slaughterhouses  is  stained  and  collected  by  an  approved  dealer. 
Other  unsound  foodstuffs  are  removed  by  the  public  health  inspector, 
who  disposes  of  them  by  burial  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

Licensed  Premises — The  number  of  on-licensed  premises  in  the 
district  is  56.  The  sanitary  accommodation  to  two  more  of  these  premises 
were  modernized  during  the  year.  Now  that  the  public  water  supply  is 
available  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  glass  washing  and  other  facilities  are 
being  provided  in  all  these  premises. 
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Ice-cream — 46  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  under  Sec.  16,  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  All  ice-cream  sold 
from  these  premises  is  prepacked,  and  in  each  case  the  ice-cream  is  stored 
in  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets,  complying  with  the 
Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947.  Six  samples  of  ice¬ 
cream  submitted  for  bacteriological  tests  for  cleanliness  were  graded  as 
satisfactory. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Smallpox — No  cases  notified. 

Vaccination — The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who  were 
primarily  vaccinated  totalled  76,  and  for  other  ages,  27.  The  number 
re-vaccinated  (all  ages)  was  29. 

Scarlet  Fever — No  cases  were  notified. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — No  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia — 17  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  or  acute  influenzal 
pneumonia  were  notified  as  against  13  in  1955.  Pneumonia  in  all  forms 
was  the  certified  cause  of  death  in  5  cases.  These  deaths  are  not  neces¬ 
sarily  those  of  patients  who  were  notified. 

Erysipelas — No  cases  were  notified. 

Measles— 39  cases  of  measles  were  notified  as  against  129  cases  in 
1955.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded. 

Whooping  Cough — A  total  of  16  cases  were  notified  as  against  35  in 
1955,  with  no  deaths  recorded. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis — One  case  of  ''  paralytic  "  poliomyelitis  was 
notified  and  transferred  to  hospital,  where  diagnosis  was  confirmed. 

Diphtheria — No  cases  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning — 31  cases  were  notified  but  only  12  were  confirmed. 
Details  have  already  been  given  under  section  E. 

Enteric  Fever — No  cases  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis — 7  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (3  males  and 
4  females)  were  notified  as  compared  with  8  in  1955.  Two  female  non- 
pulmonary  cases  were  also  notified.  There  was  one  death  from  this 
disease  in  1956.  At  the  end  of  the  year  70  persons  in  the  district  were 
known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (55  Pulmonary  and  15  Non- 
pulmonary) . 

The  number  of  deaths,  together  with  the  crude  rate  during  the 
quinquennium  1952-1956,  and  for  the  administrative  county,  are  as 
follows  : 

Tuberculosis  Mortality 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

Towcester  R.D.  ...  0.000(0)  0.131(2)  0.070(1)  0.069(1)  0.069(1) 

Administrative  County  0.250  0.180  0.120  0.090  0.090 

[Figures  in  brackets — actual  number  of  deaths) 
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Diphtheria  Immunization— Appended  are  the  figures  for  the  number 
of  children  who  had  completed  the  full  course  of  immunization  up  to 
December  31st,  1956  : 

Age  at  31I12I5Q  Under  1  1  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  Total 

i.e.,  born  in  year  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952  1947  1942  under  15 

1951  1947 

Number  immunized  34  110  146  134  142  801  898  2265 


The  figures  for  diphtheria  immunizations  for  the  year  ending  31/12/56, 
together  with  those  appertaining  to  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis 
for  the  same  period,  are  : 

Under  1  1  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  Total  Booster 

Diphtheria  Only  2  —  1  1  4  6  115  54 

Combined 

Diphtheria  53  66  2  2  —  —  69  6 

Whooping  Cough  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 


Whooping  Cough 
only 

Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination 


—  6 


9 


2 


9 


54  — 


6 

78 


These  figures  were  obtained  by  courtesy  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Smith,  County 
Medical  Officer. 

OXFORD  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 
No.  1  (Northants)  Mass  Radiography  Unit 

Towcester — Third  Survey 


March  20th-23rd,  1956 


Held  at  Plessey  Co.,  Wood  Burcote 
and  N.C.C.  Depot,  Brackley  Road. 
Schools,  100%. 


Way, 


Response  :  Firms,  87%. 

Summary  of  Work 
No.  of  miniature  films  taken 
No.  of  large  films  taken  ... 

No.  recalled  for  clinical  examination  ... 

No.  referred  to  chest  clinic 
No.  previously  examined  by  M.M.R. 

No.  not  previously  examined  by  M.M.R. 
Results  of  Cases  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 
Tuberculosis  :  Nil 
Non- Tuberculous  Conditions  : 

Pneumonitis  ... 

Pleural  thickening  ... 


Results  of  Cases  Clinically  Examined  by  the 
Medical  Director  but  not  Referred  to  Chest 
Tuberculosis  : 

Inactive  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Non- Tuberculous  Conditions  : 

Osteochondroma  of  the  rib 
Mitral  disease  ... 

Normal 


Summary  of  Newly  Discovered  Cases  of 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1015 

659 

1674 

21 

16 

37 

4 

5 

9 

2 

— 

2 

830 

547 

1377 

185 

112 

297 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Clinic 

1 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

- - 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

5 

7 

Significant  Tuberculosis  Found  in  the  Towcester  Third  Survey 


Group 

Boot  and  Shoe  Firms 
Other  Firms 
General  Public 
Schools 

T  OTAL 


No. 

Examined 

39 

764 

402 

469 

1674 


A  ctive 
P.T.B. 


Inactive 

P.T.B. 
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SECTION  G. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1956. 


Table  No.  1. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

1 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

4 

1 

5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

■ — 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

12 

6 

18 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

22 

35 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

11 

24 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

18 

19 

37 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

4 

12 

22.  Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

3 

5 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

3 

— 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

5 

4 

9 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

5 

— 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

6 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

105 

88 

193 

16 


Table  No.  2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1956  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

poptclation 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

i  Under  one  year 
No.  Rate 

All  ages 

No.  Rate 

1919 

*9,387 

t9,011 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

1920 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

$1921 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

1922 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

1923 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

1924 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

1925 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

1926 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

1927 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

1928 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

1929 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

1930 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

$1931 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

1932 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

1933 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

1934 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

1935 

J13,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

1936 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

1937 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

12.30 

1938 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

1939 

*12,930 

tl2,020 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

1940 

13,190 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

1941 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

1942 

14,050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

1943 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

1944 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

1945 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

1946 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.19 

1947 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12.04 

1948 

13,910 

238 

17.11 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

1949 

14,300 

255 

17.38 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

1950 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

13.61 

$1951 

14,540 

230 

15.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

1952 

14,490 

219 

15.1 

7 

31.9 

171 

11.8 

1953 

14,410 

241 

16.7 

2 

12.4 

144 

9.9 

1954 

14.440 

230 

15.9 

7 

30.4 

181 

12.5 

1955 

14,490 

208 

14.3 

3 

14.4 

172 

11.8 

1956 

14,450 

250 

17.3 

6 

24.0 

193 

13.3 

*  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rates, 
t  Population  for  calculation  of  death  rates. 
+  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district. 

S  Census  years. 
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Table  No.  3 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 


Population  served 

Area  of  Supply 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Water 
laid  on 

Stand¬ 

pipes 

Outside 
area  of  supply 

Abthorpe 

... 

247 

194 

50 

3 

Blakesley 

349 

240 

79 

30 

Blisworth 

... 

761 

746 

— 

15 

Bradden 

... 

92 

75 

— 

17 

Cold  Higham  ... 

219 

135 

75 

9 

Cosgrove  'j 

Deanshanger  >• 

Old  Stratford  J 

2119 

2032 

77 

10 

Gay  ton 

388 

358 

18 

12 

Grafton  Regis 

186 

136 

— 

— 

Greens  Norton 

... 

743 

710 

6 

— 

lichborongh  ... 

247 

138 

100 

— 

Maidford 

170 

32 

113 

— 

Pattishall 

720 

468 

— 

— 

Pauler.spury 

849 

743 

100 

— 

Potterspury  ... 

855 

770 

60 

25 

Shutlanger 

273 

200 

— 

— 

Silverstone 

... 

1052 

1020 

— 

— 

Slapton 

83 

49 

32 

— 

Stoke  Bruerne 

229 

142 

65 

22 

Tiffield  . 

263 

150 

— 

— 

Towcester 

2441 

2310 

20 

— 

Wappenham  ... 

280 

200 

— 

— 

Weston  and  Weedon 

322 

180 

— 

— 

Whittlebury  ... 

342 

306 

— 

■ — - 

Wicken 

304 

189 

94 

— 

Woodend 

189 

104 

— 

— 

Yardlev  Gobion 

588 

402 

109 

— 

18 


Table  No.  4 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Nimihe 

r  taken 

Re 

suits 

Private 

Public 

Good 

Sus¬ 

picious 

U  nsatis- 
factory 

Fcecel 

pollution 

present 

Deanshanger 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Grafton  Regis 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Greens  Norton 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Lichborough 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Old  Stratford 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Paulerspury 

1 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Potterspury 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Shutlanger  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Silverstone  ... 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Stoke  Bruerne 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tiffield  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Towcester  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Whittlebury 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wicken 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Yardley  Gobion 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

7 

22 

23 

1 

5 

4 

19 


Table  No.  5 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agi 

'icultural 

I 

Local 

authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

[including 

Council 

Houses) 

All  other 
[including 
Business 
Premises) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District  (Notes  1 
and  2) 

165 

5334 

551 

6050 

260 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  ; 

(a)  Notification  ... 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

7 

57 

18 

82 

14 

143 

456 

82 

681 

260 

_ 

760 

302 

1062 

- 

Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections 

426 

981 

537 

1944 

276 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
in  Section  2)  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  :  Major 

Minor  ... 

(b)  Mice;  Major... 

Minor  ... 

130 

30 

11 

171 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

2 

23 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Council 

130 

51 

13 

194 

10 

Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments 

202 

67 

20 

289 

14 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act  ... 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  “  Block  ”  control 
schemes  carried  out  ... 

_  _  _ 

- 

_ 

20 


Table  No.  6 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL 

INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Catle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

236 

6 

24 

18,111 

1,298 

Number  inspected 

236 

6 

24 

18,111 

1,298 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
of  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

19 

3 

Nil. 

126 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

8.0 

50.0 

Nil. 

0.74 

0.46 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

1 

Nil. 

332 

Nil. 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

1.7 

16.7 

Nil. 

1.7 

Nil. 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Nil. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  No.  7 


FOOD  (OTHER  THAN  FRESH  MEAT) 
SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED 


Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  27  lbs. 

Dried  Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  56  lbs. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  88  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  77  lbs. 
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Table  No.  8. 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1956 


Disease 

J  anuary 

February 

March 

April 

j 

May 

4) 

a 

d 

1 — 1 

July 

August 

September 

j 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Measles  ... 

4 

7 

18 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

17 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

12 

Totals 

7 

10 

20 

8 

6 

10 

4 

4 

— 

7 

7 

2 

85 

Table  No.  9. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1956. 


Disease 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65-1- 

1  Total 

1 

i 

Measles  ... 

3 

4 

3 

7 

16 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

3 

1 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

3 

1 

4 

17 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

• — 

7 

— 

— 

12 

Totals 

5 

7 

4 

13_ 

21 

10 

1 

4 

4 

10 

2 

4 

85 

22 


Table  No.  10 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1956 
INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES 


Parish 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Totals 

Blakesley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Blisworth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

Bradden 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Cold  Higham  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

1 

Cosgrove 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Deanshanger  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Greens  Norton 

17 

4 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Lichborough  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pattishall 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Paulerspury  ... 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Potterspury  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Silverstone 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Slapton 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Stoke  Bruerne 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Towcester 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Wappenham  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Whittlebury  ... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Wicken 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Woodend 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

39 

16 

17 

1 

12 

85 

23 


Table  No.  11. 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  Act,  1937, 

for  the  year  1956 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector)  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

6 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

74 

61 

3 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-worker’s  premises) 

6 

42 

— 

— 

Total 

86 

109 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  of 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S. I.) 

2 

2 

__ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(i»)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

24 
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